INTRODUCTION

TO say no two children are alike is a platitude, but
it is also a summary of many and curiously
different facts. Even if children resemble each
other physically, as in the case of many twins, and are
brought up together, the careful observer notes differ-
ences. It is often stated that such divergences are due
to environment and the controversy has long been
waged as to which is the more potent factor in shaping
our ends, heredity or environment. Probably this is
one of the many questions that should not be asked
unless the putter is willing to accept' Both' as an answer
and get no further. Gessel suggests the solution when he
writes ' the supreme genetic law seems to be this: All
present growth hinges on past growth. Growth is not a
simple function neatly determined by units of inheritance
and units of environment, but is an historical complex
which reflects at every stage the past which it incorporates.
In other words we are led astray by an artificial dualism
of heredity and environment if it blinds us to the fact
that growth is a continuous self-conditioning process rather
than a drama controlled, ex machina, by two forces/ x
Here then is suggested the difference between our twins,
for even though they grew up together their history is
different. Joan suggests and Sheila agrees or disagrees;
Sheila loses her temper and Joan reminds her that they
have promised to be good; Sheila runs the errand and
Joan is reproached for being slow and GesseTs ' historical
complex', even at the end of any normal day, at once
reflects a past which is in detail dissimilar.
1 Infancy and Human Growth.